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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TUNIS 05504 041353Z 
ACTION OPIC-06 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO EB-08 AGRE-00 AID-05 CIAE-00 
INR-10 NSAE-00 /040 W 

094627 050842Z/21 

R 041244Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2047 
INFO USINT BAGHDAD 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 5539 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
USDOC WASHDC 

UNCLAS TUNIS 5504 

FOR OPIC 

E.O.l 1652: NA 

TAGS: EINV EAGR TS EG 

SUBJ: VISIT OF AGRIBUSINESS COUNCIL GROUP 
REF: TUNIS 3459 (NOTAL) 

1 . AGRIBUSINESS COUNCIL GROUP CONSISTING OF ABC 
VICE-PRESIDENT EUGENE GRASBERG AND DELEGATION OF 
CALIFORNIA FARMERS REPRESENTING WESTERN INTERNATIONAL 
SOILS CORP. DEPARTED TUNIS AUGUST 3 AFTER PRO- 
MISING VISIT CONCENTRATING ON JOINT VENTURES IN 
PRODUCE MARKETING (FOR EUROPE) WITH PRIVATE TUNIS- 
IAN PARTNERS AND POSSIBLE DAIRY VENTURE WITH 
STATE FARMS. HARD-WORKING WESTERN INTERNATIONAL 
SOILS TEAM OF RICK BAZE, DELMER COTTON (WHO RE- 
TURNED TO CAIRO) AND ERWIN DAVIS IMPRESSED TUNISIANS 
AND US WITH PRACTICAL APPROACH AND APPARENT WILLING- 
NESS TO MAKE EARLY DECISION ON INVESTMENT. THEY 
SAID THEY FOUND 2 OR 3 GOOD PROSPECTS FOR PART- 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 TUNIS 05504 041353Z 

NERS AND EXPECT TO RETURN ABOUT 7 SEPTEMBER WITH 
TEAM TO DO FEASIBILITY STUDY (JOINTLY FINANCED WITH 
TUNISIAN PARTNERS) WITHIN 90 DAYS ON PRODUCE PRO- 
JECTS WITH VIEW TO MARKETING EFFORTS IN JANUARY 
1979 AND SYSTEMATIC APPROACH TO PROCUREMENT, PACK- 
ING AND MARKETING OF STANDARDIZED PROJECTS BY FOL- 
LOWING WINTER. EXPORT OF FRESH PRODUCE MAY BE 
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COPLEMENTED BY FROZEN FOOD OPERATION. 

2. WESTERN INTERNATIONAL SOILS GROUP TOLD US 
THEY HAD JUST SIGNED CONTRACT (AS "AMAGRA") WITH 
EGYPTIANS AND KUWAITI PARTNERS FOR 20,000 ACRE 
JOINT VENTURE NEAR ASWAN FOR PRODUCTION, PACKING 
AND MARKETING OF PRODUCE FOR EUROPEAN AND GULF 
AS WELL AS DOMISTIC EGYPTIAN MARKET. SAID THEY 
WISHED TO COMPLEMENT THIS WITH EXPORTS OF PRODUCE 
FROM TUNISIA AND MOROCCO-WITH DEGREE OF INTEGRA- 
TION AND FORM OF COOPERATION DEPENDING ON LOCAL 
PREFERENCES. 

3. FOR CAIRO: BAZE PROMISED TO PROVIDE US WITH 
COPY OF FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR ASWAN PROJECT AND 

OF CORPORATE FINANCIAL PROFILE FROM BANK OF AMERICA 
ON WESTERN INTERNATIONAL SOILS CORP. OF 2418 LINCOLN, 
DOS PALOS, CALIFORNIA (PRINCIPALS IN WHICH ARE 
COTTON, BAZE, RICK PIERINI AND PAUL DEINER). WE 
WOULD WELCOME ANY COMMENTS YOU MAY HAVE TO MAKE 
ON AMAGRA GROUP AND ITS JOINT VENTURE AT ASWAN. 
SAME GROUP APPARENTLY EARLIER PROSPECTED IRAN AND 
IRAQ BUT FOUND INVESTMENT CONDITION WANTING. 
MULCAHY 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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